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endeavouring to take Murcia. The wall preferred to
yield to a Christian rather than to his rival, and
offered to pay tribute to the King of Castille, who
sent his eldest son, Alfonso, to place garrisons in
Murcia and the other dependent cities. Carthagena
and Lorca were also taken, and the Spanish troops
actually encamped for a few days before Granada;
but it was too late in the season to begin the siege,
and Fernando retreated.
The next year, however, 1245, Fernando besieged
Jaen, and there was much, hard fighting round the
walls. It was on the point of being taken by assault,
when Aben-el-Hamar took the desperate resolution of
going alone and unattended into the Castilian camp
to speak face to face with Fernando. He was led to
the royal tent, where he bent his knee and kissed the
king's hand in token of homage. Fernando raised
him and treated him with kingly courtesy, and it was
agreed that Jaen should receive a Spanish garrison,
but that Granada should be secured to Aben-el-Hamar,
though only a tributary to Castille. The prince
thereof was to have a seat in the Cortes, like the ricos
Jwmbres or peers of Castille, was to pay a tribute of
one hundred and fifty thousand doubloons every year,
and to furnish troops to the army of his suzerain.
Seville was under an Almohid wali, Seyd Abou Abd
Allah, and therefore was not included in this con-
vention. Thus, in 1247, Ferdinand attacked that
province, and Aben-el-Hamar brought five hundred
picked lances to serve in the Christian army. With them
he surprised the fort of Alcala de Guadaira, where
the garrison did not suspect that their national dress
and weapons could belong to an enemy. It was a

